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The Mission of Spalding Catholic Schools is to instill a Belief in God and Self, 
and provide Excellence in Learning through Mutual Support, Service, and 

Catholic Leadership. 
 

 
Come and follow…  Matthew 4:18-22 

	
	
From	Reverend	Dan	Greving,	President:	
	
Dear Friends, 
      
     Once again, Lent is upon us. Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February 14. 
As we prepare to accompany Jesus on the road to Calvary, it is beneficial to   
remember that all the glorious works of Jesus Christ appeared to end in 
abysmal failure on the cross.  How are we to make sense of such a paradox,  
so common in our life?  Scripture answers this way:   

“Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more.”  (Romans 5:20) 
During Lent, we who are dust entrust ourselves to the healing care of the Lord 
who promises forgiveness of life to the dust he has made and loves. 
Your love for the students and staff of Spalding Catholic is a reflection of Divine 
Love.  Thank you and God bless your observance of the holy season of Lent! 
 
In Jesus and Mary,  

 
Fr. Dan Greving  
Priest President \ Spalding Catholic 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
From	the	Desk	of	Mrs.	Maureen	Berg,	Principal:	
	
 Come	follow	me...	--Matthew	4:18-22.	
 

Sometimes it can feel like God has a funny sense of humor. This year, Ash 
Wednesday falls on February 14th, and Easter Sunday arrives on April 1st. 

OK, so let’s think about it. On Valentine’s Day, we take time to honor and treat 
that partner in our life, or someone special. We take them out to eat, bring them 
candy, or shower them with cards and flowers. All of those gestures are a one day 
demonstration of love. However, Ash Wednesday seems to be about denial: of food, 
of pleasure and of things that we love. But Jesus was in the desert for 40 days not 
because He didn’t believe in love, but because to Him, He could focus on just that one 
thing—love for His Father. He knew that that time was a buildup to the greatest 
expression of love that one could demonstrate—giving His life on the cross. 

April Fool’s day usually starts with teasing someone with a fact so unbelievable, 
that someone expends great emotion wanting the possibility of it. When Jesus’ 
followers went to his tomb and He was not there, you can almost imagine the angels 
popping out from behind the rocks and yelling, “April Fools!” as if Jesus had not died. 
But those who believe in Jesus don’t have to be fooled, and that is the irony of Easter 
falling on April Fools. We are NOT fools for believing that Jesus could rise from the 
dead. We are NOT fools for wanting salvation. We are NOT fools for regretting that 
one man had to die for our sins in a horrific way. We are NOT fools for feeling joy at 
the miracle of the Resurrection. Indeed, the joke is on those who don’t believe. What 
will they rise to on Easter Sunday, just another day without the possibility of salvation? 

 
Come follow me, says Jesus. We do. 
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Maureen K. Berg 
mberg@spaldingcatholic.org 
 
	
	
	
 

We love to see community members join us for our weekly 
student-led Mass in St. Mary Church, Alton on Thursdays.  
Please check the bulletin & website for any schedule 
changes throughout the year. 



SPALDING SPOTLIGHT ON: 
 
3RD/4TH,  MR. BERENTSCHOT: 
 
It is hard to believe that half of your school year is completed.  Every year goes faster and 
faster! I am impressed with the learning I’m seeing in my classroom, but also know that we 
have to keep pushing ourselves to keep improving.  Especially for the harder skills and 
concepts that are coming our way.  Here is what we’ve been working on recently: 
 
3rd Math-We are getting a better handle on our multiplication facts and now seeing how we 
can use  those same facts to help us solve division problems.  The lessons move along 
quickly, so any extra help learning multiplication facts at home would really help. 
 
4th Math-The fourth graders spent a lot of time learning different multiplication and division 
strategies to use when working with bigger numbers.  The last few weeks have focused on 
fractions and how they are equivalent, how to simplify them, and how to compare them. 
 
3/4 Reading-Both groups are working on improving their phonics and comprehension 
skills.  A lot of our phonics time is spent on learning about syllables, suffixes, and 
prefixes.  That really helps when we have to sound out longer, multi-syllable words.  The 
students have also been working extremely hard on making their Accelerated Reading goals 
for each quarter.  I’m really impressed with how some of them are pushing themselves to see 
how far they can surpass their goal.  Another highlight of our reading time is practicing and 
performing Readers Theater to the other classrooms.  The last one we performed was called 
the Baker’s Dozen.  It explained that tradition and its relationship with Sinterklaas Day and St. 
Nick cookies! 
 
3/4 Social Studies-We have been working on the Regions of the United States.  So far we 
have covered the Northeast, Southeast, and the Southwest.  They have been memorizing the 
capital cities of each state and have learned about the economy and important landforms 
from each region.  Some of their projects have included making a Google slideshow about a 
state, a poster about state attractions, and a pamphlet on desert animals. 
 
3/4 Grammar-We’ve been working on making sure we are writing complete sentences.  And 
that sentences are made up of nouns, verbs, and adjectives.  We will soon start learning 
about adverbs, compound sentences, capitalization rules, and punctuation rules. 
 
3/4 Science-During the first semester we covered the Science kit on Energy.  The students 
had lots of great learning activities that taught about different sources of energy, how to make 
circuits, conductors of electricity, magnetic force and its use, and alternative sources of 
energy. Our next kit will cover Environments and Ecosystems.   
 
 3/4 Religion-We just finished up learning about why God sent the Ten Commandments to 
Moses for the Israelites.  The students enjoyed reading passages of Exodus from our 
Catholic children's bible.  Now they are digging deeper into what each commandment means 
for them as Catholics.  Later this year we will learn about the mysteries of the rosary.  



SPALDING SPOTLIGHT ON: 
 
MUSIC, MRS. ZENK: 
 

News from the music room--We are very excited to be in our new room! No 
more carrying instructions & supplies to the gym and back for each music class. We 
are definitely enjoying the new room!   

Currently, our older students are studying the Nutcracker. Typically we would 
study this in December but we were busy preparing for our program so time did not 
allow. It is exciting to have the students recognize pieces from the Nutcracker Suite. 
Stories of I heard that in the movie Elf or Home Alone or in a certain commercial or at 
the mall while shopping. It brings home the idea that music is all around us if we take 
time to listen.  3rd/4th students will be continuing to work with reading/writing the 
rhythm tika tika (16th notes) as the semester continues.  

2nd grade students are enjoying accompanying themselves with the classroom 
instruments we have as they practice the basic fundamentals of music (tempo, 
dynamics, counting, and form).  1st grade students are working on their tahs and ti-ti's, 
both playing and writing rhythm patterns.  Kindergarten are exploring the basic music 
ideas of tempo=speed (fast/slow), dynamics=volume (loud/quiet), vibration (how 
sound is produced) and keeping a steady beat.  

As the semester progresses all students will be working with solfege  
(do re mi, etc.) and sight reading music. This is a skill they will need as progress into 
their jr. high/high school years.  

Thank you for your continued support of our music department! 
 

 

   
 

 
Looking Ahead: 

 
Feb. 15 - No Preschool 
Feb. 16 & 19 - No School 
March 8 - No Preschool  
March 28 - 7pm K-2 Passion Play @ St. Mary Church 
March 29 - 1pm K-2 Passion Play @ St. Mary Church 
March 30 & April 2 - No School  
April 18 - No School, Teacher In-Service 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Would you consider including your favorite organization(s) as a beneficiary in your Will or Life Insurance policy?  
Including a non-profit organization such as your parish or Catholic school is beneficial for tax purposes and 

makes the statement that you support the mission of sharing the Good News of Christ through them.    
* As always, consult your accountant and/or legal expert for advice. Thank you for your prayerful consideration!!   

- Spalding Catholic Office of Development and Enrollment - 
 

 712-756-4528 / dgoebel@spaldingcatholic.org  

 
 

One of the many benefits Catholic schools 
offer is a tremendous cost savings to the 
Nation’s budget.  This benefit is easy to see 
when looking at the numbers.  
I would like to point out a few benefits that 
are less visible and often taken for granted. 
Following are just a couple I see at Spalding: 
† Prayer: students learn the importance of 

prayer as a way of talking with God 
throughout the day in memorized and 
spontaneous forms. It is a beautiful thing 
to hear the students remember their 
loved ones when sharing intentions.  They 
are also given opportunities to lead prayer 
and participate in various roles at weekly Mass.   

† Service: children today are at risk of collapsing in on themselves due to technology being at 
their disposal 24/7.  One of the best things we can do to help expand their circle of 
awareness is to teach them to serve others.  Students at Spalding learn to serve through our 
annual Advent gift bag program, Then Feed Just One meal packaging, Hurricane relief 
fundraising, visiting and praying at the cemetery, and so much more!   

Thank you for supporting our Catholic school…the benefits our children receive are eternal!  
 ~ Deacon Dan 

 

� Those who remembered Spalding Catholic with memorials. 

� Those who have been returning their Annual Appeal 
(formerly Phonathon) pledges and prayer request forms.   

� Those who serve on the various Boards and Committees that 
help make our school the great place it is!  

 

 
 

 

Give a gift to the classroom…   
o Fur and Feathers ($8.89) by Janet Halfmann and Laurie Allen 

Klein and The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind ($8.99) by 
William Kamkwamba (picture books) to go along with the 
Science Kit in 2nd grade. 

o Secrets Stories® for Kindergarten ($105 for the program)  
This program is a multi-modal, brain-based bag of teaching tools that will be used to 
enhance reading and writing abilities.  A supplementary reading tool that contains posters, 
books, and CD. 
     

If you wish to donate one of the above items, please return this section with your donation 
to: Spalding Catholic Development Office  /  PO Box 436  /  Alton, IA  51003 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Have you picked up your 2018 
Spalding Wall Calendar? 

  
The Spalding Catholic Marketing Committee has put 
together a custom-made wall calendar, celebrating 
the awesome things that happen at our school!  If 
you have not gotten a copy, please contact the 
Development Office at 712-756-4528.   Thanks to the 
generosity of: American State Bank, Northwestern 
Bank, Tom’s Repair and Willett Insurance, they are available at no charge!  

 

Tickets still available for Spalding Catholic Gala!  
 

Purchase yours from a committee member: 
 

Kevin & Kathryn Langel - 541-9015  
John & Rhonda Heller – 433-6473 
Curt & Katie Christoffel - 540-7460 
Karl & Melissa Kellen – 727-3515 
Paul & Deanna Stoll – 752-8640 
Joe & Lori Pohlen – 752-8262 

or the Development Office at 756-4528 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 
 

Friends of Gehlen Catholic Ball… 
 

On behalf of Curt and Andrea Dreckman and 
Aaron and Mandy Weiland, we would like to 
 invite you to “Swing into Spring” at the 31st 
Annual Friends of Gehlen Catholic Ball.  Enjoy 
“A Night at the Masters” on April 21st, 2018.  
Enjoy a 3-course sit down dinner, music you 
can dance to with Lenny Brazil upstairs and 
The Johnny Holm Band downstairs.  Ticket 
sales for the Annual Friends of Gehlen Catholic 
Ball will begin on Sunday, February 25th.  Table 
reservations for the dinner, for your entire party of 8 with all the tickets paid in advance, are available by contacting 
Lisa Niebuhr at Gehlen Catholic School by April 3rd.  It will be “A Hole in One!” at the 31st Friends of Gehlen Catholic 
Ball on April 21st, 2018. 

 

 
 
 

FIRST EVER National online DAY OF GIVING for Spalding Catholic!! 

 

Starts: 8:00 am on January 30 
Ends: 8:00 am on January 31 

 

** Our Goal is $5,000 in 24 hours!  Will you help us reach it?!? ** 
 

  

* Contribute your graduation year! 
* Challenge your classmates to give! 

* Share on Facebook or Twitter! 

* Offer a matching gift challenge! 
* Contribute the number of years you have 

been out of school! 



 

SCRIP Order Form                Please complete form and return it along with check 

Spalding Catholic School   NAME _______________________________________________  DATE _____________________________ 
908 6th Ave. – c/o SCRIP                     
Alton, IA  51003   ADDRESS __________________________________________________ PHONE______________________ 
712-756-4532  
SpaldingCatholic.org  CHECK # _______________         AMOUNT $ ___________________   

  

Please deliver my SCRIP      Student: _______________________________________________    Grade: ______________________ 
   order the following way: 
 
Other method:____________________________________________________         send as available            wait until order is complete 

Revised 10/2017                                                  

                                

 Vendor Name Profit SCRIP $ Quantity Total Vendor Name Profit SCRIP $ Quantity Total 

Amazon.com 4%    $25.00   Kmart 4% $25.00   
American Eagle 10% $25.00   Kohl's 4%  $25.00   
Applebee's 8% $25.00     $100.00   
Arby's 8% $10.00   Kum and Go 5% $50.00   
Barnes & Noble 
Bookstores 

9% $10.00     $100.00   
  $25.00   Lowe's 4% $25.00   
Bath & Body Works 13% $10.00   Main Street Theatres 10% $10.00   
  $25.00   Marcus Lumber # 2% #   
Best Buy 3% $25.00   Maurice's 7% $20.00   
Bomgaars 5% $25.00   McDonald's 4% $10.00   
    $50.00   Menards  3% $25.00   
  $100.00   Mulder Oil * 1% $50.00   
Buffalo Wild Wings 8% $25.00   Neal Chase Lumber # 2% #   
Burger King 
    

4% 
 

$10.00   Nederlander’s Grille 5% $25.00   
Cabela's 11% $25.00    Old Navy/Gap 9% $25.00   
Casey’s 3% $10.00   Olive Garden 9% $25.00   
  $25.00   Outback Steakhouse 8% $25.00   
  $50.00   Panera Bread 9% $10.00   
Chevy’s/El Torito, etc. 8% $25.00   Pizza Hut 8% $10.00   
Children’s Place 12% $25.00   Pizza Ranch 10%       $25.00   
Chili's 9% $25.00   Radio Shack 4% $25.00   
Chuck E Cheese 8% $10.00   Red Lobster 9% $25.00   
Claire's 9% $10.00   Red Robin 9% $25.00   
Cracker Barrel 9% $10.00   Ruby Tuesday's 8% $25.00   
Dairy Queen 3% $10.00   Scheels 5% $10.00   
Fareway 2% $25.00     $25.00   
  $50.00     $50.00   
  $100.00     $100.00   
Gap/Old Navy 9% $25.00   Sears 4%    $25.00    
Gordman's 7% $25.00   Shoe Carnival 5% $25.00   
Gymboree 13% $25.00   Shutterfly 9% $25.00   
Hallmark 4% $25.00   Starbuck's 7% $10.00   
Hardee's 5% $10.00   Subway 3% $10.00   
Home Depot 4% $25.00   Taco John's 5% $10.00   
HyVee 5% $25.00   Target 2% $25.00   
  $50.00   Texas Roadhouse 8% $25.00   
  $100.00   Toys-R-Us 3% $20.00   
iTunes 5% $15.00   Walgreens 6% $25.00   
JC Penney 5% $25.00   Wal-Mart 2.5% $25.00   
  $100.00     $100.00   
Joe's TV & Appliance * 3% *   Wendy’s 4% $10.00   
Joiner Family Dentistry * 
** 

7% * and **   Woudstra’s Meat Mrkt. 5% $25.00   
     Younkers 8% $25.00   
    * These vendors send a rebate back to the school in your name.       
** Joiner requires full payment at time of service via cash or check.  OTHER:     

# Specific vendor requirements – contact Spalding for more info. More brands can be found at: www.GLSCRIP.com  
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 www.SpaldingCatholic.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: 

“Spalding Catholic School, Prek-6” 

 
                   Save the Date! 
 
        Registration for 2018-2019 
     4 yr old Preschool Session will be 
        Monday, March 5th  5:00 – 6:00 pm 
 
        Discover Kindergarten Night  

for 2018-19 school year will be  
     Monday, March 5th at 6:30 pm 
    
    Please call school office with any questions  
      
  
 
 
 
                   
 

       Be sure to check out the new Spalding website at www.spaldingcatholic.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


